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into Hindenburg. Hitler and Goring had instructed
Meissner to keep everything hidden as long as possible
from the President of the Reich.

Then  von  Papen  sent  a courier  to Oldenburg-
Januschau,    the    President's   Junker    friend    and
neighbour. Januschau hastened at once to Hindenburg
but was not let in either.   At last he shouted at Hin-
denburg's adjutant, Count Schulenburg :  "I suppose
I have the same rights as a Siamese king or a Japanese
prince   and   such-like   vermin."     The   count   now
declared himself willing to ring up Meissner in Berlin,
but  Meissner   calmly  answered :    "If you   let  in
Januschau, you will be shot."

Von Oldenburg-Januschau, a Chamberlain, Hin-
denburg's best friend, had to go off without effecting
his object.

Von Papen now informed General von Mackensen.
The General declared himself at once to be ready to
find Hindenburg and enlighten him as to what had
happened ; but again in vain. He was told on the
telephone that " the Reich President's state of health
did not allow of any visitors."

With this the seal was definitively put on Hinden-
burg's captivity. Down to the day of his death he was
no longer a free man, and Secretary-of-State Meissner,
like Oskar von Hindenburg, knew that their lives
after the President's death were no longer worth a
penny piece, if they now made any opposition.

Not even Goring's old friend, Prince August Wilhelm,
was spared.   The Hohenzollern prince got a message
to appear at the Minister President's.   Without any.
misgiving he went to him, and it was only at the
Ministry that a light dawned on him;   he asked